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SHREDDING CORN SUCCESSFULLY.

Practical Advice by a Georgia Farmer.

I believe that every farmer in the
South would shred his corn erop if
he were to once do the whole job
right.

I have watched the business with
interest for yvears, and there is no
wonder that people become disgusted
when their erop of corn, in most
cases, is ruined by the way the work
is performed.

Now this is one of the very best
rough feed erops, and it is impossi-
ble to make corn without making
this crop of feed along with it, and
nothing to do but save it properly.
still there are millions of tons let
go to waste every year.
it sof One reason is because some
are prejudiced against anything they
cannot understand readily; another
reason is, some have seen their neigh-
bors try it and fail to get results:
some use the wrong shredder to do the
work, and very often shred corn that
is already ruined by standing too
long in the field.

I have nothing to sell, but write
this simply to help brother farmers
and hope that my experience may
help some of them.

OUTTING OORN.

When the corn is well-matured and
about ten days or two weeks after the
fodder is generally pulled. Now
right here you want to be very care-
ful and not cut too soon, you are
sure to be disappointed if you cut
too green. Your corn will rot and
the cob will turn black, then you are
disgusted and ready to condemn the
system when it is only your mistake.
I let at least 20 per cent of my fod-
der get dry on the stalk and the
shucks on the ear begin to get dry.
and after repeated experiments find
this the best time to cut.

I make a bench with legs in both
ends, so that two men can stand, one
on each end of the bench, in order to
bind the shocks as near the top as
possible. I take two pieces of one
by six-inch boards, fourteen feet lone.
cut eight blocks of two by four
scantlings, six inches long each, lay
one of the one by six boards down,
lay one block at each end of this
board, then lay the other one by six
board on top of these blocks, nail
them all together, seeing that all the
edges are flush; place the other six
blocks at equal distances between
the two boards and nail them all in.
Now if you have done as directed
you have a very light four by six-
inch scantling, fourteen feet long.

Now attach legs to one end just as

Now why is

you would make a saw-bench, make
it high enough to reach about one-
third the height of your corn-stalks.
then make another leg for the other
end so that you can remove it from
the slot in the beneh easilv: now bore
a two-inch auger hole through the
centre of both planks in your bench
equal distances from each end, get a
good strong pole to go through this
hole twelve feet long, trim it so that
it will be easy to pull out; now get
you a shock-compressor, don’t try a
rope and ring, and you are ready to

go to thf‘ ﬁ(‘ld.

SHOCKING

Count your corn-stalks, find out
how many rows you will have to
have and how many stalks to a row.
to make three hundred stalks make
a square. After cutting your corn
place your bench in the centre of this
square, take the corn from each
quarter of this square and place the
same number of stalks in each of the
four corners formed by the pole go-
ing through the bench. After you
have done this see that your corn-
stalks are placed uniformily so that
the shock will be standing up straight
when finished. After you have made
one shock you can step the distance
up the rows from which you have

taken the corn and find out the num-
ber of steps it will take for the next
square for a shoeck. By doing this
way you will be sure to have all of
your shocks a uniform size.

For instanece, if your corn is plant-
ed three feet apart in the drill,
count off five rows, then step fiftcen
yards from the end, place your bench
here for a shock, then take the corn
from the first five rows on each side
for fifteen steps beyond your shock.
this will give you three hundred
stalks to a shoek, with the least pos-
sible amount of walking to get your
corn to the shoek. When your shock
is finished remove your bench and
step thirty steps from the centre
of this shock between the same two
rows and place bench as before for
the next shock, -and econtinue this
until the job is finished., of course
changing the number of steps as the
width between the corn-hills and rows
diminishes or inecreases.

In shocking it will take two men
with a good shock-compressor. Place
the compressor-rone as near the top
of the ecorn in the shoeck as is possi-
ble, but low enough to catch all of
the stalks just below the tassel. It is
very important to tie the shock as
near the top as possible, as it keeps
the rain out better and you lose less
of the tops by exposure; tie the
shock together as tight as possible.
I use tarred lath-yarn for binding
the shocks, finding it to stand the
weather and giving in every way.

It is best to tie the shock in only
one place, leaving bottom of shock
open so that the air can ecirculate
freely.

SHREDDING.

Let the shocks stands in the field
until thoroughly dry. You ecan tell
this by pulling stalks from interior.
Cut through stalks with knife; if
you find them dry on inside and
stems of the ear thoroughly dry.
then it is ready to shred.

I use a St. Albans shredder, with
a Leslie shredder head, which gives
me perfect satisfatcion. This shred-
der cuts the stalks very fine and in
short pieces, which I find very much
superior to the sliced-up stover that
I see made by some other shredders.
I use a gasoline engine manufactured
by the White-Blakeslee Company to
drive the shredder, which does the
work with very little expense.

I have been shredding corn for
some years, and would not think of
harvesting my ecrop in any other
manner, since the first year I have
never lost any corn or stover. and of
late years never have a shock to fall
down, notwithstanding all of my erop
last fall went through one of the
severest gales that is often seen in
this eountry, some standing in field
until January 1st, which made very
fine stover.

I do my shredding in the field. and
invariably bale my stover, as I think
it keeps better than it does piled in
bulk. ’Tis more easy to handle in
b-alvs.—lT. R. Teal, in Southern Cul-
tivator.
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